Note of Information Meeting on the

Specialist Advisory Panel
1). The meeting was opened by Rev. Harold Good who explained the work which the ASA had been undertaking in relation to the Advice and Information Strategy. He stressed that the current meeting was for information, and that every attempt would be made to be as inclusive as possible.

2) Janine Fullerton (DSD) gave a broad outline of the Advice and Information Strategy and the role of the Specialist Advisory Panel. DSD had established a high level interdepartmental group on advice and information and the Minister was meeting with the ASA on a quarterly basis. Ambitious timetables had been set for the implementation of the strategy. She indicated that the establishment of the panel was an opportunity for regional organisations to influence the strategy and advice provision, particularly in respect to the particular needs of their client groups.

3) Bob Stronge on behalf of the ASA outlined the work which the ASA was undertaking and in particular the establishment of 3 working groups on Quality and Standards, Training and IT. These were required to produce reports by the end of March.

4) The meeting was thrown open for questions and discussion this included

Would the Specialist Advisory Panel have a role in relation to funding?

Would the ASA reports be produced for consultation?  (yes)

Could the Specialist Advisory Panel meet with the Government Information Group directly? (possibly)
Specialist advice. It was noted in discussion that there were 3 possible levels. Subject specialism, client group specialism, and level or tiers of advice.

Referral mechanisms between generalists and specialists.

Terms of reference for the panel were they set in stone? ) (no)

Gaps in the list of invitees included children/children’s sector/ children’s law centre, and learning disability.

5) Nominations. In discussion the meeting identified groupings who might form the basis of nominations from different areas of interest.

Regional Housing Policy Forum

Criminal Justice Groups

Older People

Disability

· Physical

· Sensory

· Mental disability

Students EGSA, UUU

Aged

Women’s Groups

It was agreed that those at the meeting would liaise with others in their own field of interest and that they would nominate a member and a reserve member to Derek Alcorn 46 Donegall Pass, Belfast, by the 31st January.

Rev Good thanked everyone for attending, and for their contribution to the discussion.

List of attendees attached.

	Name 
	Organsiation
	Interested In Panel Membership

	
	
	

	Derek Alcorn
	Citizens Advice
	

	Jennifer Fulton
	Citizens Advice
	

	Frankie Hall
	Advocacy for Senior Citizens
	

	Peter McMahon
	Housing Rights
	

	Jim O'Callaghan
	Housing Rights Service
	Yes

	Paulette Lennon
	EGSA
	Yes

	Mathilda Taulbuff
	Causeway Women's Aid
	Yes

	Pat Austin
	National Energy Action
	Yes

	Sean O' Neill
	Gingerbread NI
	Yes

	Nicola Moore
	RNID
	Yes

	Jolena Flett
	NICEM
	Yes

	Frank Dunleavy
	Univeristy of Ulster Students' Union
	Yes

	John Caldwell
	NUS - USI
	Yes

	Alan Herron
	Age Concern
	Yes

	Caryl Williamson
	Age Concern
	Yes

	Lynn Carvill
	Women's Support Network
	

	Patricia Haren
	Women's Support Network
	Yes

	Wevin Higgins
	Advice NI
	

	David Mann
	RNIB
	Yes

	Bob Stronge
	Advice NI
	

	Janine Fullerton
	DSD 
	

	Patricia Morgan
	Law Centre NI
	

	Kate Cowan
	A2B
	

	Patrick Minne
	A2B
	

	Ciara Convie
	Help the Aged
	Yes

	Gabrielle Rooney
	Disability Action
	

	Paschal McKeown
	Mencap
	

	Ann Marie McStocker
	RCN
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	GAP
	
	

	Ethnic Minorities
	
	


